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in rout before them overwhelming hosts of Asiatic warriors,
but could fill these same warriors, once brought under their
control, with the same inexplicable power and lead them to
emulate their own deeds on other fields. What is this potent
talisman that can so inflame the hearts and inspire the minds
of an alien soldiery and make the sepoys worthy comrades-in-
arms of the heroes of Flanders and America, of the Peninsula
and Waterloo ? None can define it, save as the spirit which
breathes life into an army, and without which even the bravest,
the best armed and the most numerous host inarches forth only
to defeat and disgrace.

NOTES FOR FURTHER READING
Archibald Forbes' First and Second Afghan Wars is a brief and
readable account of the war of 1838-1842. There is also a narra-
tive in the official work, Frontier and Overseas Expeditions from
India. For a longer account the reader must go to iCaye, History of
the War in Afghanistan. For the Sind campaign Sir Wm. Napier's
Conquest of Sdnde is a brilliant, politically-biassed and violently
partisan narrative, though good enough on the military side. Rice
Holmes' recently published Life of Sir C. Napier may also be recom-
mended.
The General Staff, India, have produced a brief history of The
First and Second Sikh Wars, which may be supplemented by R. S.
Rait's Life of Hugh Viscount Gough, a complete vindication of that much-
maligned commander.
For the second Burmese War the account in the <( Burma"
volume of Frontier and Overseas Expeditions and Col. Laurie's book,
already mentioned, may be consulted.
Sir G. MacMunn's Lure of the Indus is a short and brisk, if some-
what carelessly written narrative of the whole period covered by this
chapter.